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LEHOURACY (INORITIES
I proposs bto disousgs some of the brosder agpects of presently
sxiating wminority problems in our Americen Genoeracy, parbicularly
s they convsrn three groups whose relatlon Yo the greatsr body

of ocuy nation hes Lsen brought Into sharp Tocus by bwo ysavrs ol ware.
I refayr to the Japsness, the Jews, and the Hegroes.

Cur approach to the troublesome problems of minoritles cannot
gny longer be looal or provincial or in the bterms gven of the diffie
gultles faving sny paritlculayr sroup, or for evolving the tradiilons
or the tenets of any single ruoe or any oneg religion. For the
war has shown that at lesst gertelin of the more acube minopity
problems ave national In tholr scops, and, what is aven more Impore
tant, natlonel in thelr elffect on our American Inteprity. Hob any
longer, then, can the difficulblies of any partisulay minorlity be
the sole consern of that mlnority. It ls the very naturs of our
American democracy Sthat 1% 1s made up of minorities--Cethollc and
Jewlsh, ¥epro and Jepspese, Quabkers and Indlane, ovgzenized laboy
and farmers. This ls peculiarly trus of us, becauss our Ameriocan
nerltase draws strength from the fact that our shores have since
the begiming held invidstion and sgylum fo Yhese minoriiles driven
sut from other counbries by the sppresszions of $he mejoritye-Irom
the mejority powsr of landlord, or ralliglous sect, or governmeng
«wpnd come here to find tolerence and acgepianne. I8 1t not of
our Americen essence and fradition thet these dissentsrs sgalnsg
suppression heve found thet they could and did live side by side
undér the sky of a democracy thet weloomed differenses becauss
it velieved In the prectice of Treedom? Minoritles ars then ine
herent in ocur national 1ife, more than in most of the older nationsg
and that here bhey could be united ls our pride snd the sdmivetion
of our frlends. We have achieved union without insisting on unle
formity.

The problem of minoristies is teday of deep spiritual signi=-

flssnse to religlon, for 1t stems from the religlous tradiiion of
the dignity of man &8 man. The lmporitsnce of bthe human persconsllity
&

iz o fundsmental concern on thelr highsst levels of beth Jewish
grd Chrdstian falthe. It ig profoundly s relirdous i1des that is
now gravely imperlled throughoub the world. And our religiouns
bodies can alford the whols world s moral lsadership In this
songspbion, 8o clopse $o the democratis falihe-bub only 17 that
leaderahlp is bravely exercised Tirsd here 1n our own countrve

I% 18 & curious peradox thaet although during this wer cerbsin
e¢ivil libvertles have guffered less then In the Pirst World War, the
tenslone avrising from the plece of thess $hres voclisl minoridies In
the national life have grestly increased. In ths last war the righits
of alien snemies, parbicularly of courss Germans who wars living in
cur ccuntry, and of those vadicsls who opposed the w ar, and our enbry
into 1t, were 1little respscted. Hatlonel prejudlce then ran againsd
anyone of Cerman ancesiry, no mabtisr how long he had lived here or how
loyae 1 he waz to us. It ran, boo, sgalnst anvone who showed opposition
to the war.
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Fresdom of speech was less tolerated, and more newspspers were
suppressed on the ground thet they were geditious. Theve were
many rore prosecutlions, boith siaste and Federal, ofien on 111
considered and petty grounds. And the years thait directly
fﬁll@@eé %h& war were characterized by mass rvelds thet exprsased
g vlind ressntment szeinst forvelgners, whe were too often clasied
in the peﬁvlar mind as radical snd therefore un-American.

These sttaoks have nob recurred in this war or at least %o
& fay lesgs degrse. The Italiasns and %re Sermans in the United
States have not felb the brunt of populsr éa%r@ﬁ {I donot includs
our ftreatment of the Jaranese, which I shall dlscuss later).

There sare obvious éxplanatlions fov thisz., Hational, stote
and locel covernments have esied more wissly, and have nob per-
mitted the war psychelogy bto whip them lubo harah and unnecessgary
maasures ol reprssslon,
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Aotually there were far fewer Itallans and Cermans in 1941
then 1917, There are no acoursts census [izures of the number
ol Germans and Ibtallans in this country in 1917. ©Put we heve the
1920 Llgures, which glve us o falvrly ecourste ploture fop purposss
of comparison. In 1920, there were 450,388 German alliens in Lha
United States. In 1940, when thevy wsre registered undsr the
Pederel lew, bthere were 514,432, And under the slien certification
program of 1042, the aumber had droppsd bto E70,5B6. In terms of
percentare to populatlon, the change of ralstion would of course
be much more marked., With our cuots limitation avshem we wane
rapidly absorbing the forelgn-born. It mey be also that in some
ways the American publle 16self has changed, has zrown more toler-
ant iIn this guarter century, 1ls more unified, leas ungtable, morse
muture and less prons to trest the ellen as a whipping Bov.

On the other hand our tresabtment of Jopanese American citizens
herdly accords with these other siogns of rrester acceptance,

When In April of 1942, the United States Arm
rie the 110,000 pergons of Japanssoe orisin, cltiz
,;§2ﬁﬁﬁ %ﬁi&Jy From the West Cosst as s ﬂiliL&?g [

ect our Western Defense Commend, the treachsrous ettack by the
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apeness on Pearl Uarbor was Cour ﬁ&ﬁ?3 fr%s;§ 21 there had been
ments of sirplanes und subnerines which indicassd the D

ity of an attack. On June 3, 1842, Japeness planes vaided
Suteh Tavber in Alaska. The Jagﬁreag in the Unilted States were
concentrated in vitsel spotz alon: the West Coasbe-in Portland, San

Francisco end Los Angeles. It was nob gurprising that public opine
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ion in those states whers Jepanese wero concentrated in vraab
numbers was nly i over the %Usgiwiling of %&%ﬁ%agé and
reacted vi@i@-t%v pelinst o persons of Japanese oricin, lovel

and dislovel all e o
was that anyong-eciil and ml
wWar aran iﬁ? its ?W&%r iiﬁn T
like most theories, iits vl
of 1t eéxercise. To say i

¢l theory on which thev were exeluded
31 #like-=could be noved out of &
The theory was valid enough. Buil,
timote test depsaded on the reYonab ?gm%as
thet cltizeng could be moved out of & warp




caves might depend on the size of the arves. 10 %
away Crom tng two coasbs, away from possivle polr
far inland Gﬁ&iﬁ they be taken? Could citizens
apscified part of the counbry? Hou “hly two-thir
moved were Amsrican 3§; zang DY raggon of their
Stetes, under the provisions of the American Con
teched them as ecfectively ss it protected other
tive of the color of btheir skins or the netlonal

ant in terms of public an%xfau%f 10
citizens and sliens, betwsen loyal end
public, all persons of ggyaﬁes& ance

dizloval.
ry were "J

at

Aiatinchion was

D
hey aould be moved
it of @ttaSQ how
be debained in any
dg of the persons
nirth in the United
gtitusion, whisch pro-
civizans, 3??%&?&@*
ity of thelr snceatry.
drawn between
In the eyes of the
apafy end we had

placas of intern-

mmunlities at first

boan ﬁé&% the "Japat had dons Lo our goldiers.
The wvelocation cenbters were nosy onad ag
vut as refuge. In most inghances local com
not heve them, ab least in substantlial puy

loyal Japanese are being cppduslly re-esbablished
ters in places where Lhey mey sain tolerance and
Wap Aelocation Authority has no power to lntern

and constitutionally 1t is hard to belleve that

could he sranted to the ;eva?mgwna, The dscianlo
Gonrt in the Uirabaveshi cssa, decided last sprlog
conclusion. The Court sustalne d the vellidity of
applied by ths milltary suthorities prior to the
Japansse cn the West Cosst. The valldlty of the
waag not even considered, lst alone the lar more

of detention. Even the “surfew order was gald by
tn tlg concurrins opinidn to go Tto the very bri

power,”

erg. Today the

4 cubside the cen-
gecepbance. The

American cltlzenss
apy such authority
cf the Suprens
indleantes this
‘a?ﬁe& orders
evacuation of the
avacuation ordsrs
1ffienlt problenm
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. Jusklce Vurphy
nk of gonatiiutional

mphasize this partloular spe goianl In Lu% 2Epects
i1t la Tar from sciubtlon] infon, often hostile
fepant, nes made 1is solr v more ﬁiffiemits

We rnave oo casunlly &w%%ji%i? I fiﬁvk this perhans nacaosary
bub r%viauaiy temporary meeting ol & z}*u. Wa have hordly roe

Q%“iza ite sgrious uaﬂaeau&naa fact that 1t has never
currved velfore. Would anyon war, have complacently
&Gﬁ@pﬁ@ﬁ the proposition bh it could move 75,000
hmerican cltlizens out of 1old them wlth encmy allens
for relocetlion? '
1 do not believe thab amon ravantane Lorn
vred in Amevics, gradusied D hioals, many of
h apeakine nothing bub Epglish, Shere ar DomENY men anc women
and vouns peopls who fwe loval to cur country. P oapurae 18 moentha
in desention camps may have made some ol them waver in thelr loyalty.
aut I am gled of the ?01L%? of the War Felocabtion Authority whileh
ig diren ted toward sertins out the loysl citlzens and veturning
them to the communlity.

Tast Aucust o group of Japanese sliens in Shic the intern-
ment campa operated by the Depertnent ol Jda%iee atb 2 ystal Clty,
Texss, was repstriasted. This was a "f fomily" cemp, sc-called be.
cause wives and children of the internsd allen @n&ai@g were allowed

to live with thom in famlly groups. Among them was & Japenese
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family whose two sons, Amerlcan-born, ned already besn relesssd on
their stated deslre to remain Iln the Unlted States, even though
theiy family was returning to Jepin. Ths morning the repatriatag
were gcheduled to leave, the two Japanese American boys returned
to the camp Lo sey good-bye to thelr perents. Just al sunrise,
as the Americen flap was being reised, and as the entire population
of the camp mathersd asbout the [lag-pole for a farewell ceremony,
the two young J&yam@qe ém@@i@ang gtepped forward, sslubed the lag,

end sang "God Bless America.” They then left to Jein the American
ATmye
Recently & veport from FLITh / rhe nade sp
mention of Japanesse Americans ?i”r : i A siuh ohl
Americans in Ibaig. I sm &« 1@ that more %ﬁ Flve thousand men
Af Japsnsas origin sre today envolled in our Q?mgs deither Japan
7 b

ﬁﬂ? Gepmany can bosst of ﬁﬁé? foan heitbalions in thely ranks. The

fth ﬁ?mg says of these Jepanese Amevicans: "They obviously be-
iieve in what theylre dolng, snd look calmly secure bacauvsse of 15"
Our sons ave today fizghting side by silde with the sons of Iteallans,
of Cermans, and of Japanese. Is %ngtmﬁﬂg more needed to entitle
the loyal Jepanase Americsns o recogrniblion?

For this 1s ths eszense of our f%ﬁwﬁwasy in pracﬁie&, The
Weshington Evening Star in s vecent sditorlal, reporiing the disg-
pateh T have mentioned, msde bhis &ﬁﬂiratle comment: "A11 races,
51l colors, make us up. And when wars like the present one engulf
ua, all races and 21l colore Leks up svmy fov é.erg e ¥
strike back at our énemiss, the Amsricen kin of
the striking--Americens of Itellan extraciion,
tion, even of Japsnese extraction. ¥e are of azdegﬁ EVETS
trpcsion, of ferman exbtrachion, even of Japansse exbrac 213&; We
are of almost every exbtracilon conceivable, black, white and y@ll@@,
and so we ave tled bosether nobt by any ﬂgﬁ%ieal phiilesophy of bloed
or common ebthnleo i?giggg but solely and simply by sn ldea=-~ths
idsae of u@mﬁﬁ acy, of individual fresdom, of liberiy under law, of
& justice before which 21l of us atand equal.”

&@%m%§s ig
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What has rendered peculisrly scute any mlsirestment of racial
mlﬁ&?gii ep--Jopanese, Heoro, Jewlsh--ls oup velterated Ilnaslstence

or demotrsciic evuality of Opport s?@sre§a%v6 of race, and

the total neiture of this war

thﬁ last. Far more now

than then, svery man, write er Jo ﬁ%il@ is enlismbad
Bo Tis or to work for the . oW ¢fn every man
welieve thst the causze 13 8 co: z hlm as well a9
ancther, i e zees &Eacviﬁ 1pahic :a a8 a member of a

sae or of & relipiony dlscrimination in tf o Army In which he must
Flght, in g 1 of
nos uel’
%ffagbs
Lhough !
volved in

jﬂ“ﬁ*ﬂ@ﬂﬁt? T do
GL; o Lis evil
?v&ﬁe ;*ﬁgawicgg,
sontradictions ln-




I krnow thet thers are thome who conbend thet any discussion of
these tense and 4ifflcult velatlionshins in the widst ol a wav ig une
wige. Wny stlr up trouble--gse the arsument rung--and alve ammnl-
tion for propapands end the appesrance of *imuﬁify to our enemies?
Why not put off an attempt at solution until the war 1s over? If
those conditlons were %g@?a&gﬁ or local in their origin, the arcument
would have more welght. Bub they ars noh. They iﬁ?@lV% meny sschions
of our country and sre orsating a national payehology of intolsvanca
that mekes them infinitely more AllTlculd and sericus. Moreovar, the
gppéaraence of potlensl dlsunlty on the outslde, serions ag it é%,
geems o me less evil than the ectuel disunity inside our vanks., Tt
is not exact to say that the recent outbreaks of vaciasl violerse in
é%ﬁ?iﬂa hnve heen ﬁ%awaﬁ by Axls propagande But it is certeinly
trus to conclule ?%wg the effest of %aey Vsblﬁﬁﬁg serves @@11 the
éu@mias? purnoas I‘“@ziﬁﬁ%ly asf'ter they occurred the Detrolt race
rlots werse reported ond commented on irﬁr ahort wave vedlos in Ger-
many snd Japanj and the news scon traveled inio Africs and China
and India,

e

But when all i ald and done., I am concerned about how
the United States looks Lo her enemies. et I care shout is what
nhe looks like %o her friends: Lo those > love and bslisve in hery
to Americans in the field who fight and for hery %o Americans
at home snd abroed who want bo be able © ceak with pride snd withe
out eny mental reservatlion when bhey sey with Thomas Jefferson "this

»Q?&wnmenﬁ the best hope of man.®

I am not seeking Lo 71
cleas fov these unhappy condil blane is h?i?%?ﬂ&l for
surely all Americen m&;t gl slsyets foy &} 13 50 Un=
American conditon in s country which s, I w&li@ve on the wawls,
honestly ue”33vt§ﬁ to democratic livins. énm Just wﬁ the blar
mugt be shared by all slike, =o it concerns us Fll*uxﬁTQ?njﬁﬁt Bl=
clety, the c¢hurches, whose Punchion herve is lﬁ&iﬁ%&ﬁﬁﬁjﬁﬁﬁal@ “ﬁam
the dsmocratic concepty labor, and the smplovers of labor, the press
and the school and college,

in any group or in any

Too often in the pest the sro problem hes been thought of and
telked sbon 1%t were gechional, as i? 14 existed in certain
ﬁ%&%%g I1n the Scuth and was not & problem 1n the North. Whetever

noe was true, 14 %?;%6&}?’616?? that the problem is not netional
iﬂ %%s Sbﬁ?d snﬂ is not confined o any particular part of the counbry.
igorders, ths Detrolt riots. the Vew Vork digorders,
gil @? ?%ﬁﬁﬁt u@ﬁiksg koW thet rsoisl clsshes since the war sisrbed
10 not oceur only in the South end do not spring only from the aﬁﬂ
clent prejudleess and hatred snd fears inherlited ?am the Clvil Wa
and from the cutnumbering of the whites by Neg certain pﬁ?%@
of the South, bub ere implicit in srvest ind a*al gocleties that
have never known slavery or the inherited memoriss of o slave re-
lationship,
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of other parts of the ocountry. A large proporbion of the cemps, obe
vioualy for practleal reasons, hes bean bullt in ths Ssouthy and the
Negro officers and soldlers trained there have wilthout doubt been
trested in many cases with discriminetion, rudensess snd esven bruta -
lity by white olvilisps nnd white police officers. The result amoeng
the NHegroes 1s bitber disillusionmend and angulsh, sa anyone knows
who hes talked to colored troops or resd thes lettera they have
aent home. The Army has been alive to the serious effeckt of this
treatment on morals, and has hede effeorts oo Improve 1t. An srticle
in the August Infantry Journel deasls frankly with this Torm of rece
prejudlice. Let me guobte from it: HYSometinmes Lhe prejudice agalnat
the Neproes flares up In the Army. It 1s not o problem, howsver, in
a camp where 1t 1s well understood thet e soldle® in the United States
unlform 1s e soldler, not a white or a Negsvo, Chrlastisn or dew, rich
men or poor, Lut a seldler, snd as such ss worthy of respect.nt

We must realize then thed the problem of the relabilon of the
white %o the Hegro, in fact the problems of moat rscial minoritiss,
are natlonsl in thelr scope. They concern sll of us, for they ro
o the roots of our democratic standavrds. I have amphagized the Hegpo
soldier, for mistreatment or disreapect of the Negro citizen in unie
form, who fights to defend our Tlag, ls disavowal of %those things
for which our flag ls the symbol--z [res naticn under God. To this
promise of Amsricen 1ife we have bwo commitments which we cannok
revoke, which we csnnot disregsrd. Our netionel Conshitution TuaT-
antees equallity of Yrestment and opporbtunity to all., Yore racently
we have assumed oblipations of defending the democracy elsevhere in
the world attecked by toteliterian aggréssion. These principles
and promiges mist be fulfilled in the due course of the evolubion
of our democratle life. Wor can we assume the obligationa of g dew
Fense of world demoecvacy i our example of demouracy at home. in this
fundamental sspect, is neither conslstent nor courazeous. Pace intol-
srance 1s no longey & matbter merely of domestic concern. For it un-
dermines our moral suthority as s nation which apparently can profess
but cannot practice democeacy.

Iit

The Injustices that have been lons, that are belng done the
Yegro, are chulously recognized throushous the country. But the im-
plications ol this trestment, I am certaln, are no% generally realized.
Wa heve too long asccephed discriminetion Lo schleve in any short bLine
or with any detsrmined resolution the will o shange an injustice

that has to some extend formed the pattern of hablt. T 45 nok mean
that the need is azitatlion, which but tends So sccenbushte the blg-
ternessg; or any campaiszn for Immedlate reform of every evil on all
sldes ot once. DBut the azidation lg here already, emersing from the
flame of the war which hag gucdenly brought out the 347 Tevence o
which I have referrved-~the Alfference between our profession gnd our
perlormance.
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I suggest that what ls greatly needed s =& brosder and merve in-
Gellirent use of the moral and educational influnenses of the community.
Mest Americans think they believe in eguality of oprovrtu-isy. Bug
intellectusl honesty in sush a Fisld of prejudice 'nd snclent folk wavs
¢an be aschieved only by the slow snd sheady lopact of edncation.



Just as the regponslbllity for exlsiing conditions cennot
e fixed in any one group, oF in any siogle asstion of the aountyry,
2e the change must come from the effovis of all stable srd progreasive
elements ol guy goclety. The vovend oubtbrealk of anbieSemitlsm 51
Boston public zchool ohllidren sghows how grest ls the part edudabi
insgitutions muat pley in the ploture. One of the sirikine featun
of the Detrolt wlols wes that bthers were no recial cleshes in the
plants @%ﬁ?@ a well ﬁiggigiiﬁﬁé unlon had insisted 1% wouldnot

iolerate the refueal of whites Yo work side by slde with Yegroes.
But in some uniona disorimination against Negroes is practiced
by nob permitding them to vote, from sesme unions they are exoludad,

and in others prevented from rising inkeo akilled Jobs.

The governmente-netional, state and 1ooal--must of course bheay
its shave of rosponsipbility lor existing conditions.

I cannot here teks time to discuss in any detsll the steps which
the Depariment of Jusilos s telking to help the situstion. Oup
partisular field iz the enforcemsnt of the Fedeval oviminel statubes
wiiloh mey be a very wide misundersbanding, pertiioulsrl amorng these
miﬁéyiﬁy'gyguysg a8 to the extent of ocur Jurisdiction. Briefly cone
gldered therd are fwo btypes of Federal statutes that sre somsbires
appliosble. The Lirst Includes the so-called "ulivil rights® secticns
of the criminal code which make 1% & orime o senspire to deprive
slbizens of thelr ripghtes gusrerdteed by the Federal Constlitubion,
and the officers of the law, aciing under solor of iaw, to deprive
them of such vights. These statutes were adopbed soon after the
Givil Wer, and have been very seldom invoked until the lsst thrae
or four years. The Civil Liberbies Section of the Criminal Divieion
wiy orgeaniged Lo enforoe thom. Ve have obtained g mumber of
indicbmentl, Wwugh less convictions, under their provisions.
OCrdinary orises of violence by individusle, sush &8 criminal agsaulis,
murder, and mob viclence generally, do not come within the Federal
Jurisdiotion. I shall presently clte one siriking Lnatence where
this Pederal Jurisdiotlon was sucoesefully invoked.

The othsr group of Pederal offenses to whish I vefer danls wikh
the war, such ag presisting selsctive sarvice, and sedibtion. Anki-
racial acts and ubtersnves sre not sedibious im thils eriminal sense.
Ag far es oriminel enforcement 18 conssrned, therefore, moast sods of
raolel or mob violence sre punishable under the laws 6F the Stste
where they otoupe OF gourse iT it oan be shown bhat these echks are
the result of o conscious effort or conspivesy intended to ha
wer offort, or to use e cwrent phrase, sre "Axis inspired,®
Fadseral Couwrbs would heve Jurlediction. Thers has been no svidsnoe
or evan indicetion of this in anv of the vesent vioke and lootings
in Lo Angelss, Detrolt, or Hew Vork.

Insny eventy govermment, Federsl or state, must have the suppory
of public oplnion. But lebt we go further. Ib must heve not enly
the irdignation of the publie generally sgainst reolal digsorininations
- and oubrages, but the insisbende of the leafers of publio opinion
in the parbiculsr community involved, where the twouble agours, thet
1% 1s vital for their good to énfopree the law and to proventviolations
of lawe And it is ab Shis point that the influence of the church,
of the press, of local lesders in 21l wallks of 1ife, can be felé




Tlvimetely government can do 1itile wlthoult the suppeort of that 84
community publle opinion. And the problem is nobt only neitional,
1% 49 nwcessarily local as well.

Let me give you two instences of what I heve in mind. I have
referred Lo the Federal stabube thet malkes 1% orimingl For law
enforcement offlicers acting under the ¢olor of law %o dsprive anyons
of his rights gusrantesd under the Constltutlion of thse Unived States.
Recantly & jJury in Hewion, Raker County, Gsobrgls, convicted the
sounby sheriff, a desputy sheriff, and & Hewbon policemsn under this
ssatubte for beating o Yegro bto death under cover of g forged warrand
charging larceny of an auvtomobils tire.

Hewton lg the counby sssb of Baker Uounty. The county has a
population of seven or alght hundred people. It iz one of ths few
countiss in the United States wherso theres 1s no rallroad.

fpbh Hell, & Negro, owned a pearlehandled autometic forty-five
pistel, Depuby Sheriff Jones wanbed it, snd got it. After a wonth
Hall appealed to the Sheriff, and finally Yo the grand jury, wio
under inatructions from the Heliclitor fensral of bthe Clroult ordsre
ed the gun returnsd. Bubk the Sheriff would not rebturn 1%. On the
morning of Jenuary 29 of this year the Sheriff received a letter from
HallVs lawyer demanding the return of the gune. On the svenlng of
Jarmaary 20tk Hell met his death ay the hands of the three defendenis.
The State brought ne prosecution.  The Federal government did. 4nd
on Cotober 7, 1943, a local Jury in this 1ittle town Iin Geovrgla,
all of wheom rust have personally known the Sherlfl, his deputy, and
the policeman, convicied all three. The dsfendants were ssnienced
by Judge Bascon 8. Deaver to the maximum penalitles under the law,
three vears? imprisonmenty and a fine of $l,000 e ach. 1% is slge
nifican® that the Judge, the members of the jury, the Unlted States
Lttorney and his stafl, my aspeclal assistant whom I detalled to
help the Unlted Stateg Atiorney, and even the Federel Huvesn of
Investlgetion Agents who collscted the evidence, weve all neblve
Georgiansg.

The government showsd that on the day of the killing the
defendante had bsen drunk for nesrly six hoursy thet they bossbe
ed they were "going to zet' a Hegro who had "lived too leng,”™ whoe
had gob too gmerdt and gons before a grand Jury and employed &
lawyer %o recover his gung that they arrested Hall, handeuffsd his
hends behind his back, brought him to the couri-house square, and
there bast his head with & blackjiacky and thet they dragged Hall
by the feat through the Sgusere inbo the Jall where he was lelt in
a dying condition. Hall died & Tew minubes alter he was Haksn from
the Jjeil to & hospital.

The defendants trised %o show that they had errested Hall under
a warrant, that Hzll tried to shoot them, and thet in self protecilion
they had bto use & blackjack. The jury dld not belleve thisy bubt what
is more, the jury were not ¢erried away by the avpumenta of deiense
counsel whe tried to inflame their prejudices by injecting into the
canse the lssues of race ard "Vankee interference" in thelr communitye.
Phis ig the fivst tiwme a convicition of this kind has ever beesn obtaln-
ad. in Georsds
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T wake this occcsslon to say ell honot to these Lwelvs white
men, wno saw thely duty and did 1%, undsrsa wlse and courageocus
gharge from Judge Deaver, enforsing their law, the Federal law of
thelr governmenb.

The Atlante Journal sald, commenting on bthe resdilds "Georgistls
Justice must beconms a SYNONY for equal Jus$ice for 8ll, solovsd or
white, humble ov mighbty? And the ALlanta Delly World, in another
edibtorial: "The debermination of Baker County's most distinguished
white cltigens.se.lends & new and encouraging stand egalinet wmob
violence and brutality in the South.”

#hile the punishment in this case scarcely flts the orimes, 1t ls
the maximum under the Federal law Involved, and the mciion of this
Federal judge and jury L8 what I megn by lesdership exergleed within
the communliy.

T suggest another exemple. The Federal Public Housing Authorliy
is vitelly inborested in bullding homes for low wage workers particulerl;
in congested ereas in the great and ofben danperously overe-crowded
industrial cenbers. It is offen very difficult to geb the local
suthorities %o agree on locabtlons for housing for Negross. Often
delaves of many months intervene while the housing situstion becomes
more acube, as recenkly In Baltlmore where a declision to selsct four
aites, agreed on by the ¢ity suthoritles, after many months of
negotlation, has been finally worked oub. The program ftotals 17EC
units, bobth temporanry and permenent. The [inal plan had the approval
6f .gha.city end county auvthoritles and was developed Lo complement
plans conbtemplated by privaete bullders for Hegro housing. The impwriancd
of community leasderghip ln such practical and urgent problems ls
readlily apparont. Without such leadsrahip asccomplishment bhecomes
wadl=nigh impossible.

Azis propaganda in this country bock the form of vielous
anti~S8enmitic teschings. There were a numbsr of fasciglb groups
presching disunlty and vace anbsgonism in the name of patriotism.
Some of thelr members have been convichted of sedibion, more are
pregently under indletment. Hot all of these groups weve divectly

is-inspiredy bub, lsed by vioclently biliter and prejudiced persons,
they deliberstsly avoused In their publiceblona and at thelr meetings
the hatreds of the orowd agalingt Hegroes, against Jews, agalnsi
fovreignays, azelinat 1libsrals, againat all who believed in & %olerant
and generous demooracy. They appealed to the maladjusted, to the
fgnorant, Yo the prejudiced. And thelr activitiss were not unprofitable
Contributions flowed in from frightened soules who bellaved the lles
about Jewish dominsblon or laber dictstorshep, and from the thousands
of 1ittle pecple who saw themselves ssving thselr couniry, ssizing
a pathetic color of imporbtance by jolning movemsnts ahd sitarting
imaginary crusades. =

Most of these wrebtched 11ttls pools of disconbent and hatred
have bron dissolved or heve disappeared under the great forward
swoep of the counbry unlited In the war effort. But the [ruly of
their tesohing is still with us. Por 2ll of them under differvent
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Posalibly more 1ls requived. The need as I ses 1% is not mersly to
colleet the Informetion and o distribute 1%, as objectivaly aa
possible, but by &i%ﬁﬁ%%i%ﬁ,%%aﬁﬁiﬁ@yﬁﬁhﬁai§§ﬁ, and co-operation

on the m@%mﬁﬁiﬁg level o bring to our people an lmmedisle vesliza-
tlon of the tregle implications of %%&ae digunitiss. Alveady locgsl
groups have done effective work, as for ingtance at $he Durham,
Avlante end Hichmond sonfevenges. The need 1s for a sustainad
affort and ¢ netlonsl approsch.

I have great falth in the e¢ffectiveness of dlsoussion end ne-
goblation, particulerly when 1% involves the leaders of the community
teslf, and where 1t iz gounded on local interests, cleaved from
aglitation and pulled oud sf the clouds of any philesophy, or theory
of poverrment. The wen of Eaﬁ§? wﬁ%ﬁﬁg Georgie, whose action I
have deseribsd, have done more for thely commnity and for thelr
gtate than anyone oukelde of Bakep uﬁwg'@@ulé heve socomplished,

1 remembeyr when I was Chalrmen of the Natlonal Lebor Helstions
Poard in 1234-1935 we 1lald greab swmphasis on setilementa of labor
dilsputes by negotiation locally %&f@ye they resched the shape of
formal presentation to the board, when they were @fﬁeﬁ.@vsygha%ggé
with emotion. In aseveral of the greal cities we crganized locsl
panels of the leadars of inﬁastrg and of labor, with a publie chalr-.
man, who acted prompbly and wers lmmediatsly available Yo prevsnd
labor disputes before they cams to aﬁ.i@shes or to settle them after
the dispubtes broke out. It was day-to- &g’%@f%* and you Gould see
the way representetives on each side grew to respect the obther poing
viaw, g8 prséjudices graduslly fell amwsy under the lmpsct of 4is-
insevested and %am&n@ co~operasion for s common end--industvrial
peace .

If such a Committee or Council were formed %o desl, lst us sgavw,
with Hhe miﬁaﬁiig protlem of the Hegro, 1t should be of course bie
raoclal in mesbershlp, with NHegroes pl&wiﬁ an sgual part with whites.
For tne resson for ite veing would not b thet whites were doing
%@m%%aiﬁg for Negross, but thet both Vegroes and whites werse working
for the common good ol thelr counbry. And, although 1% should he
national in seope, and have in 1t ranks men and women from every

‘sactlon of the country, 1% must build through those who sre the

leaders of the local communities in the schools, in the lzbor unions,
in groups of employers, 1n women's alubs, in ehurehas of all feiths.
It would sesk %o ﬁ@v&lgp a local pride in tolerance nnd falr play
that would not permit sush assaulbe in our American way of 1life.

We have talked much of democracy, of the American wav of l1lifs,
in these lmst few wyesrs. Bub surely 1t camnet gorw into the full-
nesg of veallizajlon, ag long as we, through indifference or throush
faey, permite thesge bltter lnjustices o conbinuve. YWhat we do
todey will write the hig tory of the years %o come. Do you remember
what Walt Whitman sald?®

"We wneve Ifregquently printed ths word Demosrasy. Yet I cannoh
too often repeest that 1% is s %%?ﬁ,tﬁ@‘?éal cist @f which 28111
gleepa, agulte unswakenid ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁa%gini the regonsnce and the many

angyry tempesta out of %%ieb 1%s syllables have come, {rom nen or
topngua. It is a %rsat wordy whose bisnsrg, i BuppOse, ramaineg un-
wribten, bechuse that hiztory has vet %o be ensoted.t



